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Prague 
short version 

 

Prague is the capital and the largest city of the Czech Republic. It is the seat of the President, the 

Government and the Parliament. It is situated on the Vltava river. Prague has 1.3 million inhabitants. 

The oldest parts are the Old Town, the Lesser Town, the New Town, Josefov, Hradčany and 

Vyšehrad. 

 

Charles IV 

Prague became very important in the 14
th
 century as the capital city of the Holy Roman Empire 

ruled by Charles IV. He was the most powerful ruler in Europe at that time. He founded Charles 

University and the New Town and started the construction of the Charles Bridge and St. Vitus 

Cathedral. 

 

Cultural sights 

Prague is one of Europe’s most popular tourist places. Prague Castle is the seat of the President. It is 

the largest ancient castle of the world. Charles Bridge is the oldest bridge in Prague. It is 520 metres 

long. It is decorated with 30 statues and groups of statues. Tourists often go to the Old Town Square. 

They want to see the Astronomical Clock, which is situated on the wall of the Old Town Hall. 

Wenceslas Square is the heart of the New Town. The most famous building is the National Museum. 

There also many theatres in Prague, for example the National Theatre and the Estates Theatre. 

 

Transport 

Prague has one of the best public transporation systems in Europe. You can use the Metro, buses, 

trams, trains, funiculars and ferries. The Metro has three lines. There is also Václav Havel Airport. 

It is one of the largest and busiest airports in Central and Eastern Europe. 

 

Doplňující otázky 
1. What contributions did Charles IV make? 

He established an Archbishopric, founded Charles University and the New Town and started the 

construction of Charles Bridge and St. Vitus Cathedral. 

 

2. What happened in Prague in 1989? 

The Velvet Revolution started on 17
th
 November 1989. In following days, people protested against 

the political situation. It started the process of democratization. 

 

3. What do you know about Charles University? 

Charles University is the oldest and largest university in the Czech Republic. It was founded in 

1348 by Charles IV as the first university in Central Europe. 

 

4 What are the main attractions in Hradčany and the Lesser Town? 

They include the Prague Castle with the St. Vitus Cathedral, the Charles Bridge, the Saint Nicholas 

Church, the Church of Our Lady Victorious and Infant Jesus of Prague and the Petřín Hill.  

 

5. What are the main attractions in the Old Town? 

They include the Old Town Square with the Astronomical Clock, the Church of Our Lady before 

Týn, the Old New Synagogue, the Old Jewish Cemetery, the Powder Tower and the Municipal 

House. 

 

6. Which famous writers lived in Prague? 
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They include Franz Kafka, Jan Neruda, Karel Čapek, Jaroslav Hašek and Jaroslav Seifert. 

 

 

 

7. What is Prague Zoo famous for? 

It has contributed significantly to saving Przewalski‘s horse. In 2004, the first Western Gorilla was 

born in the Czech Republic. 

 

8. What souvenirs do tourists buy in Prague? 

Tourists often buy Marionettes, Bohemian glass, wooden toys, Czech garnets, Mucha posters and 

books of fairytales. 

 

9. What traditional food should foreign tourists taste in Prague? 

They should try roast pork with cabbage and dumplings, beef sirloin with cream sauce, fruit 

dumplings and beer. 

 

10. How can you travel around Prague? 

You can use the Metro, buses, trams, trains, funiculars and ferries. 

 

Důležitá slovíčka 

inhabitants  (inhebitents)  obyvatelé 

found   (faund)   založit 

ancient   (ejnšnt)  starobylý 

Astronomical Clock (estronomikl klok) orloj 

Estates Theatre (istejts fietr)  Stavovské divadlo 

Powder Tower  (paudr taur)  Prašná brána 

Municipal House (mjunisipl haus) Obecní dům 

marionette  (merijonet)  loutka 

Czech garnet  (ček gánit)  český granát 

fairytale  (férytejl)  pohádka 

cabbage  (kebidž)  zelí 

dumplings  (damplins)  knedlíky      

sirloin   (srlon)   svíčková 

funicular  (fjunikjular)  lanovka 

ferry   (feri)   trajekt 


