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New Zealand 
short version 

 

Basic Facts 

New Zealand is an island country in Oceania. It has a population of 4.9 million. The capital 

city is Wellington, but the largest city is Auckland. The currency is New Zealand dollar. The 

official languages are English, Māori and New Zealand sign language. 

 

Geography 

New Zealand is located south-east of Australia in the South Pacific. It consists of two large 

islands (the North Island and the South Island) and many smaller islands. Most people live on 

the North Island. There are active volcanoes, caves, glacial lakes, fjords and beaches.  

 

People 

Most people have European ancestors. 14.9% of the population are the Māori, the indigenous 

people of New Zealand. The first European who reached New Zealand was the Dutch 

explorer Abel Tasman in 1642. 

 

Government and Politics 

New Zealand is a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary democracy. It is a part of the 

British Commonwealth. Queen Elizabeth II is the formal head of state. She is represented by 

the Governor-General. The Parliament consists of the Queen and the House of 

Representatives. 

 

Plants and Animals 

New Zealand was isolated from the rest of the world for a long time, so there are many plants 

and animals that only live in New Zealand. The most well-known are flightless birds such as 

the kiwi. The kiwi is the national symbol of New Zealand. The kakapo is another flightless 

bird. The Tuatara are reptiles which look like lizards. 

 

Doplňující otázky 

1. What does the flag of New Zealand look like? 

It is blue, red and white. It has the flag of the United Kingdom in the upper left quarter and 

four red stars on a blue ground. The stars represent the Southern Cross, a constellation.  

 

2. What is the national anthem of New Zealand? 

New Zealand has two national anthems. "God Defend New Zealand" is more commonly used. 

It has English and Māori lyrics. The other one is "God Save the Queen".  

 

3. What are the biggest cities in New Zealand? 

Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Hamilton and Tauranga. 

 

4.  What is the highest point of New Zealand? 

The highest mountain in New Zealand is Mount Cook (Aoraki). It is located in the Southern 

Alps in the South Island. 

 

5. What do you know about New Zealand cuisine? 

It is similar to the cuisine of Australia. Hāngi is a traditional Māori method of cooking using 

heated rocks. Pavlova is a cake with fruit and cream. Hokey pokey is a flavour of ice cream. 

Lolly cake, Anzac biscuits and Afghan biscuits are also popular. 
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6. What do you know about sport in New Zealand? 

The national sport is rugby. The country's team (The All Blacks) performs a haka, a traditional 

Māori dance, before international matches. Golf, netball, tennis and cricket are also popular. 

 

7. What is Waitangi Day? 

It is the national day of New Zealand. It is celebrated on 6
th
 February. It is an occassion for 

thanksgiving and remembering the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840. It framed the 

political relations between the government and the Māori population. 

 

8. Who was Edmund Hillary? 

He was a New Zealand explorer. He and Tenzing Norgay were the first people to climb the 

Mount Everest. 

 

9. Who was Ernest Rutherford? 

He was a New Zealand-born physicist. He is known as the father of nuclear physics. He was 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

 

10. Who is Peter Jackson? 

He is a New Zealand film director. He is most widely known for directing The Lord of the 

Rings film trilogy, King Kong and The Hobbit. 

 

Důležitá slovíčka 

currency   (karnsi)   měna 

sign language   (sajn lengwidž)  znakový jazyk 

volcano   (volkejnou)   sopka 

cave    (kejv)    jeskyně 

glacial lake   (glejšl lejk)   ledovcové jezero 

ancestor   (ensestr)   předek 

indigenous   (indidžin's)   domorodý 

government   (gav'ment)   vláda 

flightless   (flajtles)   nelétavý 

reptile    (reptajl)   plaz 

lizard    (liz'd)    ještěrka 

constellation   (konstelejšn)   souhvězdí 

anthem   (entm)    hymna 

treaty    (trýty)    dohoda, smlouva 

 

 

 


